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Charity founder named 
as inspirational woman 


A PROLIFIC charity 
fundraiser from Wellington has 
been honoured as the Daily 
Mail’s Inspirational Woman of 
the Year after she turned her 
battle with cancer into an un¬ 
likely success story. 

Naomi Thomas, 31, received 
the award at a special cere¬ 
mony in London last month, in 
recognition of her work for the 
Wedding Wishing Well Foun¬ 
dation. The charity, which Mrs 
Thomas set up in 2010 after 
being diagnosed with inopera¬ 
ble breast cancer, helps organ¬ 
ise weddings for people with 
terminal or life-limiting ill¬ 
nesses. 

As one of the five shortlisted 
finalists, Mrs Thomas was in¬ 
vited to 10 Downing Street to 


by Jack Dixon 

have lunch with Samantha 
Cameron, before a gala dinner 
and awards ceremony at the 
Marriott Hotel in Grosvenor 
Square. She also won a £5,000 
luxury break as part of the 
prize. 

She said: “Winning the Inspi¬ 
rational Woman of the Year 
award has really been incredi¬ 
ble, and I still can’t quite be¬ 
lieve it. Visiting Downing 
Street was a once in a lifetime 
experience and I’ve met some 
wonderful women who will 
continue to inspire me as I 
carry on my work to help ter¬ 
minally ill people arrange their 
dream wedding.” 

■ TURN to page 3 



■ NAOMI Thomas (centre), who was named the Daily Mail’s Inspirational Woman of 
the Year for her charity work, is pictured with Sharon Flood (left) from the Shelter 
organisation and Anna Filipopoulos (right) from event sponsors British Gas 
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Unit 1, Kingsford Rural Business 
Centre, Kentisbeare, Cullompton, 
Devon EX15 2AU 

A full range of: 

Rounds, Squares, Flat Bars, Angle 
Iron, Tubes, Beams, Channels, 
Sheets, Plate & Mesh etc 


Tel: 01884 266930 
Fax: 01884 266898 
Daily Deliveries 


DYFED STEELS 
STEEL 

STOCKHOLDERS 
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OFFROAD VEHICLE EQUIPMENT Tel: 01404 891121 


Land Rover Parts & Accessories 



ORDERING 

OIL? 


Speak to the heating oil experts! 

We are a local independent oil company 
specialising in domestic customers 

Mini Tanker available 

Collection facilities 

Talk to us up until 9pm, 7 days a week 
Owners: Andrew Hewitt and Trevor Rolph 

Monument Fuels 

01823 650999 

The Fuel Depot, Foxmoor Business Park, 
Wellington, TA219PH 


BARRON’S 


2 HOLYROOD STREET, CHARD 

TEL: 01460 63593 

Outdoor Clothing 

Boots by 




www.barronschard.co.uk 


Also stockists of 

BARBOUR, 

HUNTER, 

LECHAMEAU 

BRASHER 


Wishing all our readers and advertisers a Merry Christmas 
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■ DAVID Bawler from Hemyock captured this autumn sunrise over the Culm Valley, taken from 
Combe Hill, near Hemyock. 

Send us your photos capturing the Blackdowns at its best to lisa@pemedia.co.uk. 



CHRISTMAS carols Photo courtesy of Forestry Commission 


Sing carols under the stars 
at Wellington Monument 


THE whole family can get in the Christmas spirit 
by singing carols under the night sky at a special 
torch-lit event at Wellington Monument this De¬ 
cember. 

The outdoor sing-song will take place around a 
bonfire at the National Trust site near Hemyock at 
7.30pm on Friday, December 6th. 

The voices of the Blackdown Community Choir 
and Chard’s Meeting Voices Choir will lead every¬ 
one through all the festive favourites, as well as per¬ 
forming some special Christmas music. 

Smeatharpe WI will also be there, selling mince 
pies and hot drinks. 

The approach to the monument, along the well- 
known avenue through the woods, will be lit with 
flaming torches to add a magical start to the 
evening. 


Everyone is invited to wrap up warm and bring 
lanterns and torches. 

Parking is at the Wellington Monument car park, 
and the organisers are encouraging people to car 
share as much as possible. 

The AONB’s information officer Katherine Find¬ 
lay said: “We’d like to welcome everyone to join us 
and experience the fun of being in this unique loca¬ 
tion after dark. There’s nothing like music outdoors, 
and it promises to be a really special start to Christ¬ 
mas.” 

Carols Under the Stars is organised by The Black- 
down Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB) team and the National Trust as part of the 
Blackdown Hills Autumn/Winter Countryside 
Events programme. 

To find out more, call 01823 680681. 


NEWS briefs 

Christmas in Dunkeswell 

CHRISTMAS celebrations in Dunkeswell will 
begin with a children’s Christingle service. 

The service will hosted by St Nicholas 
Church and Dunkeswell Abbey together and 
will take place at Throgmorton Community 
Hall at 4pm. Families and children of all ages 
are invited to attend on Sunday, Decemeber 
8th. 

St Nicholas Church will also be hosting its 
annual Christmas Tree Festival with trees, 
wreaths and floral displays in the church from 
Friday, December 13th and Saturday, Decem¬ 
ber 14th from 11am to 5pm and on Sunday, 
December 15th from 12noon - 5pm. 

A concert will also be held at the church on 
December 14th at 7.30pm featuring the HMS 
Heron RN Volunteer Band. Proceeds will be 
donated to church funds. 

A carol service will be held at the church on 
Friday, December 20th at 7.30pm. 

Festive bazaar for hall 

ACHIRSTMAS bazaar will be held in Dalwood 
to raise money for the village hall. 

The festive event will take place on Satur¬ 
day, December 7th with a variety of stalls on 
offer selling Christmas gifts as well as cakes, 
mulled wine and more. 

Father Christmas will also be paying a visit. 
The event will take place at Dalwood Village 
Hall from 2pm. 

Children have also been invited to go along 
and make Christmas tree decorations for the 
big tree, which will be in St Peter’s Church. 

All glue, glitter, paint and other craft materials 
will be provided. 
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MP to chair broadband meeting 


AN online petition to get high speed rural 
broadband to all villages in Devon and 
Somerset has gathered momentum with 
more than 750 people already backing the 
campaign. 

Petition organiser, Graham Long, from 
Upottery, said he was pleased with the re¬ 
sponse so far but said they need as much 
support as they can get. 

The petition, which is available to sign 
online at www.upottery.com, is lobbying 
Ed Vaizey (Minister for Communications) 
and Keri Denton (Head of Economy and 
Enterprise at Devon County Council) to 
ensure faster fibre optic broadband cabinets 
are available in all Devon and Somerset 
villages and not just larger villages and 
towns, which has currently been proposed 


by the Connecting Devon and Somerset 
Faster Rural Broadband programme in as¬ 
sociation with BT. 

MP for Tiverton and Honiton, Neil 
Parish, is backing the campaign and has 
agreed to chair an open meeting in Upot¬ 
tery to which members of the public will 
be invited to attend. It is also hoped that 
representatives from Connecting Devon 
and Somerset are and BT will also attend. 

The date of the meeting is yet to be con¬ 
firmed but will be announced on the Upot¬ 
tery village website www.upottery.com. 

Mr Long said: “When we had an issue 
with the A303/A30 ‘tarmac highway’ 
through the parish earlier in the year, Mr 
Parish chaired a productive public meeting 
which the police and highways authorities 


attended. Now that we have a problem with 
the ‘digital highway’ through the parish it 
seemed logical to do the same. 

“There is no time deadline for the number 
of supporters that we gain for the petition, 
other than we want as many people as pos¬ 
sible to support it by the time of the public 
meeting. 

“CDS and BT will, according to their 
website, be continuing to spend the 
£53million of public money on rolling out 
fibre broadband through until the end of 
2016 and if they continue to provide only 
limited information about their plans 
through until then, and they continue to 
focus only on larger villages and towns, 
then in principle, our petition will continue 
to run until then.” 


Wedding charity founder is 
named inspirational woman 


FROM PAGE 1 

Mrs Thomas’s inspirational story 
began when she was diagnosed with 
breast cancer in 2009. 

A year later, just a few weeks after 
giving birth to her first child, she was 
told that the cancer had spread and was 
no longer curable. 

She and her fiance Graham had been 
hoping to get married but found they 
had to reconsider their plans once the 
cost of treatment began to mount. 

But a local wedding planner offered to 
help and found suppliers who would 
work for free. 

In 2012, Naomi and Graham married 
and the foundation was set up later that 


year to offer the same opportunity to 
other couples facing terminal illness. 

Mrs Thomas added: “Taking home the 
award is fantastic - the recognition it 
gives me and my team means a lot as 
we all invest so much time and energy 
in the charity. 

“I do my job because I love it. Every 
time I see a happy couple say their 
vows it makes all of the hours worth¬ 
while.” 

The award caps an outstanding year in 
which Mrs Thomas has also won Wed¬ 
ding Ideas magazine’s Bride of the Year 
award as well as being named Real Peo¬ 
ple magazine’s Caring Person of the 
Year. 
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Centre Manager vacancy 

The present Centre Manager is retiring so we need to recruit a replacement. 
The Cameo Club and the Brightside Club are both run from the Centre as 
well as a wide range of therapies, health classes, room bookings, etc. 

The job calls for the ability to deal with people, a high level of 
administrative skills, IT user skills, the ability to manage staff and the 
infrastructure of the Centre building. Full details, including an 
application form, can be found on our website www.tbhlc.org.uk. 

For more details on these activities, please contact the 
Centre 01823 680787 


^ CHARDSTOCK Fayre chairman Ady Goff (right) with some of the beneficiaries 


MORE than 10 beneficiaries got a 
slice of the £4,300 raised at this 
year’s Chardstock Street Fayre. 

A presentation evening was held 
on last month at The George Inn, 
Chardstock. 

The main beneficiaries were The 
Friends of St Andrew’s Church and 
The Friends of St Andrew’s Primary 
School, receiving £1,500 and 


£1,000 respectively. 

Cheques were also presented to 
Chardstock Park Trust (£500), 
Chardstock’s Christmas Tree and 
Presents Fund (£250), St John Am¬ 
bulance Axminster Division (£200), 
Flamingo Pool Axminster (£150), 
Chard Boys’ Brigade (£150), 
Karizma Majorettes, Axminster 
(£100), The Catherine Wells-Burr 


Foundation (£100), and Chardstock 
Newsletter (£50). 

In addition, the committee made a 
last minute donation of £300 to the 
Philippines Typhoon Appeal. 

Chardstock Street Fayre will take 
a break in 2014 but committee 
members are already looking for 
new ideas to return in 2015 better 
than ever. 
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New career for ‘retired’ Peter 



_Li_ 

■ AUTHOR Peter Hall 


WHEN Somerset based 
Peter Hall reached the age 
of 80 this year, he could 
have been expected to sit 
back and enjoy a quiet 
life. 

Not so, as 2013 sees the 
publication of his debut 
novel “Guardians of the 
Jesus Gene”. 

The book was recently 
launched in London, and 
is already listed on a num¬ 
ber of online sites includ¬ 
ing Amazon, Water stone’s 
and W H Smith (available 
as a paperback and as an 
e-book). 

Set in first century Pales¬ 
tine, this is a marvellously 
rich recreation of the 
world’s first Christians 
and Nero’s Rome; a place 
of evil and a centre of Sa¬ 
tanism. Stepping alive 
from the pages are Christ’s 
brother, Simon, and Pi¬ 
late’s daughter, Clodia, 
who are thrown together 
in the war between Rome 
and Jerusalem. They have 
a son, Joshua. The child’s 
inheritance is the genetic 
link to Jesus, making him 
the target for Satanic 


forces. These are orches¬ 
trated at the Roman Em¬ 
peror Nero’s court by a 
Greek magus and Satanist, 
who is determined to de¬ 
stroy the child. 

The storyline is unique 
in that it is the only book 
in the world to feature 
Simon, a brother of Jesus. 
Peter has signed a two 
book contract with Lon¬ 
don publisher Thames 
River Press, with the se¬ 
quel to The Jesus Gene 
scheduled for publication 
in 2014. 

This is his third career. 
From the Salford School 
of Art he became a textile 
designer with the 
Groskopf Atelier in Man¬ 
chester. 

Leaving there to follow 
a career in business, he 
spent 18 years with the 
Unilever Group before 
coming to Somerset as a 
director of Showerings 
Limited at Shepton Mallet 
- makers of Babycham. 

In 1993 Peter retired to 
travel, paint and write full¬ 
time. Painting took prece¬ 
dence in the first years of 


his retirement, with work 
exhibited at the Royal 
West of England Acad¬ 
emy, solo exhibitions at 
the Round Tower in 
Frome, the Great Elm 
Music Festival, and a 
major exhibition in Perth, 
Western Australia. 

In 1998 he had work se¬ 
lected by the Winn Devon 
Art Group of Seattle, USA 
(one of the world’s largest 


publishers of fine art) for 
publication in their cata¬ 
logue. 

Now painting has taken 
something of a back seat 
as he concentrates on his 
writing, already working 
on his third novel. Peter is 
keenly interested in antiq¬ 
uity, particularly the his¬ 
tory of the Roman Empire, 
and the history of the de¬ 
velopment of Christianity. 


The centre is open seven days a week 10am - 5pm 

Broadwindsor, DT8 3PX Tel: 01308 868362 


CHRISTMAS ROOM 
NOW OPEN 


We have a fabulous range of decorations, 
Christmas food & drink, toys and 
hundreds of gifts at unbeatable prices. 



We are now taking bookings 
for Christmas meals and 
group lunches. 

MAIN GIFT SHOP. LARGE RESTAURANT 
INDIVIDUAL CRAFT STUDIOS. 

THE ATTIC GALLERY 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Blackdown Hills Transition Group 

Building local resilience 


Blackdowns clubs and societies 


^THERE’S been a lot of talk of 
late about energy and particu¬ 
larly pricing, the term green tax¬ 
ation and how we can produce 
alternatives to oil. 

Who to believe? The big six en¬ 
ergy producers blame excessive 
taxation and increasing wholesale 
prices for your energy bills increas¬ 
ing 

Ed Milliband and now John Major 
have introduced the concept of ei¬ 
ther freezing energy prices or tax¬ 
ing excess energy company 
profits. 

The Government recently 
awarded the contract for Hinkley 
Point but at what cost? Perhaps 
we are still just tinkering around 
the edges or fiddling while Rome 
burns? 

Isn’t the real question, how can 
we keep the lights on in a sustain¬ 
able way that doesn’t make us 
over dependent on one source of 
energy or one set of producers? 
Sure we need big nation wide im¬ 
provements but as our individual 
bills get higher what can the little 
man do, change suppliers? 

The Transition movement are 
made up of individuals who believe 
that we need to develop on a num¬ 
ber of fronts, better insulation, 


solar, hydro and wind power, safer 
extraction of natural resources, re¬ 
cycling local community led energy 
initiatives and particularly technol¬ 
ogy that protects the environment 
for future generations. 

We can’t promise lower bills, as 
we all need to pay for it, but per¬ 
haps we can all do our bit to lower 
our consumption and concentrate 
on safer renewable sources. 

On a lighter note the Transition 
apple days were a great success 
with more people than in previous 
years taking advantage of the 
bumper apple crop this year to 
bring their apples for pressing and 
taking the juice away for pasteuris¬ 
ing, freezing or making cider. 

Many thanks to all concerned. 

Finally on behalf of Blackdown 
Hills Transition we wish you all a 
Happy and peaceful Christmas 
and look forward to a New Year of 
increased focus on getting the ba¬ 
sics right in our search for alterna¬ 
tive energy. 

The next meeting of the Transi¬ 
tion Group will be in February de¬ 
tails in the January edition. 
www.blackdownhillstransition.org. 

Jim Rogan, Chair of Blackdown 
Hills Transition Group 


To advertise in View from the Blackdowns 
contact Alex Phryce-Jones on 01297 35750 
Send your news stories to lisa@pemedia.co.uk 


MST AUCTIONEERS 

Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 

Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MA¬ 
CHINERY, FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404 891655 


Bishopswood 

Ladies 

MARY Gusterson began 
the November meeting 
with a summary of activi¬ 
ties during the past month. 

Ten ramblers, led by 
Shirley Prout and Sandie 
Potts, had walked from 
Dowlish Wake via Cud- 
worth. The weather was 
unseasonably kind and the 
walk ended most enjoy- 
ably with tea and cakes at 
the cider museum. Scrab¬ 
ble is continuing on Mon¬ 
day afternoons and the 
Bells are taking bookings 
for Christmas. The skit- 
tiers played matches 
against Smeatharpe WI, 
Stockland and 

Dunkeswell, and won all 
three. 

Angie Blackwell, of Cot¬ 
tage Flowers in Ilminster, 
then demonstrated simple 
but effective Christmas 
arrangements. Although 
Angie achieved wonderful 
results with professional 
speed and flair, these were 
well within the scope of 
beginners. 

They consisted of a 
wreath for the front door 
and several smaller 
arrangements for indoors, 
primarily for the table. 
Angie likes to use a variety 
of natural foliage embel¬ 
lished with occasional ar¬ 
tificial flowers or berries. 

In contrast to the usual 
Christmas colours of red 
and green, she showed 
more subtle tones, with sil¬ 
very foliage or variegated 
greens, and cream candles 
or flowers. 

Everyone agreed that 
these made a refreshing 
change, while still looking 
suitably festive. As she 
worked Angie passed on 
hints and tips, as well as 
entertaining everyone with 
anecdotes of her life with 
flowers. 

On one occasion she 
bought up the local 
Tesco’s complete stock of 
daffdils, being unable to 
source them elsewhere, 
and on another cut armfuls 
of foliage from a sup- 


£//ilLOWBROOK 
% NURSERIES AND 
GARDEN CENTRE 


CHRISTMAS TREES 
Red trees frorr 1st December 
Many types includirg Nordman, 
Frazer Fir and Norway Spruce 


* CAFE CHRISTMAS MENU • 
We will be serving our Christmas 
menu from December 1st 
ideal for a small Christmas Party 
we cook good food all day 


Choose from a wide selection of 
shrubs, trees, soft & top fruit, 
conifers, hellebores, NEW roses 
and winter-flowering heathers 


On the main A34* Taunton / Wellington I 
www.if llto^roo k nuncryaadf wO i nc i wi lrt .oa.tikl 

TELEPHONE 5 01823 461324 



DULFORD 

NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 


porter’s garden, only to be 
told by the irate next door 
neighbour that she was ac¬ 
tually taking her cuttings 
from wrong garden. An 
embarrasing situation 
which Angie settled with 
her customary good hu¬ 
mour and a gift of flowers. 

Thus inspired and 
amused, members tucked 
in to copious refreshments 
provided by Janet Grab- 
ham, Rose Gratton, 
Heather Hodges, helped 
by Darryl Troy-Brown. 

At the December meet¬ 
ing John Crabb will pres¬ 
ent “Birds in Flight - A 
Photographic Adventure”. 
Visitors will be very wel¬ 
come. 

Smeatharpe WI 

AT the November meeting 
the president welcomed a 
full hall of members and 
visitors. Outings have 
been proposed for next 
year to Portsmouth and to 
see Riverdance. 

Next month ladies will 
be taking numbers for a 
Sunday lunch party. 

The WI will be supply¬ 
ing refreshments for Car¬ 
ols at Wellington 
Monument, on December 
6th. 

Lisa Burrows brought 
her fabulous hats to show 
members at the recent 
meeting and told them the 
history of millenary and 
how such glorious cre¬ 
ations were made. 

Various sub groups gave 
a rundown of their work 
for local charities and 
members received several 
letters of thanks for their 
support. After all that 
virtue members will be re¬ 
warded with a Christmas 
party for the December 
meeting. Plenty of deli- 



■ VILLAGERS enjoy 

cious food and drink and 
superb entertainment on 
December 5th. Sue Furgu- 
son and Geraldine Field 
were joint competition 
winners. Sue’s rose, and 
Teresa Summerhayes’s 
Dahlia were joint flower of 
the month. 

Hemyock WI 

THE president, Lyn Tay¬ 
lor, welcomed members 
and one visitor to the No¬ 
vember meeting. 

The secretary, Judith 
Major, congratulated Lyn 
and Brenda on making the 
prize-winning entry for a 
collage. 

This was the group 
meeting competition held 
at Halberton. It has been 
many years since Hemy¬ 
ock won the shield which 
was on display. 

Lyn asked for members 
to make desserts for the 
“Sausage and Mash” lunch 
and several members 
obliged. 

Members who had at¬ 
tended the Diamond Birth¬ 
day Party at Uplowman 
had a lovely time as did all 
those who had gone to the 
group meeting. 


Hemyock Wl’s sausage and mash lunch 


Lyn reminded members 
that the December meeting 
would be a “Bring and 
Share Supper”. Cindy 
would be showing and 
helping members to make 
Pyramid Boxes. The com¬ 
petition would be for the 
“Best Wrapped Xmas 
Present”. This should be to 
the value of £4 and would 
go into a sack for a “Secret 
Santa” distribution. 

Lyn then introduced 
Janet East who had come 
from Payhembury to tell 
about her life as a shep¬ 
herd and how it all came 
about. Janet was an excel¬ 
lent speaker with many in¬ 
teresting tales to tell. She 
judged the competition for 
an animal photo and 
awarded first place to Ju¬ 
dith’s beautiful collie. 
Brenda won the Flower 
Competition with a late 
flowering delphinium. 

Four days later, Hemy¬ 
ock WI held the Sausage 
and Mash Lunch in the 
Parish Hall. It was a great 
success with Karen cook¬ 
ing “super sausages” 
from Tim Potter of 
Wellington for 70 people. 

Lyn thanked all the 


helpers who had cooked 
mashed potato, made 
lovely desserts and served 
the food. The hall had 
been prepared with a will¬ 
ing band of volunteers. 
The profit from the event 
is being used as a bursary 
to enable a member to at¬ 
tend a course at the WI’s 
own Denman College. 

Clayhidon Friends 

CREATIVITY was flow¬ 
ing at the November meet¬ 
ing, as Margaret 
Brotheridge showed mem¬ 
bers how to make “pop¬ 
up” greetings cards. 

Armed with pencils, 
rulers and scissors, mem¬ 
bers produced some splen¬ 
did examples with all the 
coloured card, pretty stick¬ 
ers and Christmassy mo¬ 
tifs which Margaret had 
provided. 

The evening was very 
well attended and most en¬ 
joyable. 

Members and our three 
guests had a chance to chat 
and admire each other's 
work. New members are 
welcome, with details 
from Anne Langford on 
01823 680086. 


Working our Woodlands 


WOODLAND and trees make a 
huge contribution to the landscape 
and are an integral part of the 
British countryside. 

The conservation of woodland as 
a landscape feature is often an im¬ 
portant objective and may include 
the preservation of ancient trees 
within a woodland. 

Like the Blackdowns, landscape 
objectives are often important on a 
regional scale, were local individual 
woodlands can have an effect out of 
all proportion to their size. In areas 
where it is deemed important to 
maintain continuity and the canopy 
of the woodland, it might be neces¬ 
sary to consider alternatives to clear 
felling. 

My advise always is to manage 
operations within a woodland in 
stages, mainly to allow wildlife to 
relocate themselves and maintain 
the all important canopy cover. 

In the past, most of the woodland 
in the country was managed for tim¬ 
ber or fuel production, with the ex¬ 
ception of sport. 

The old saying “A wood that pays 
is a wood that stays”, is still true 
today. Many woodlands are today 
still managed for timber, but in¬ 
creasingly more woodland is being 
used for leisure, which providing it 



■ OVER managed wood 

is still managed is fine. 

The number one management tool 
for the woodland owner is thinning, 
this mimics the natural selection 
process that occurs within a wood¬ 
land where species compete for 
light. Naturally this would be left to 
rot in an unmanaged wood, whereas 
in a managed wood this is a re¬ 
source that can be harvested. 

The aim is to remove just enough 
timber from a stand to allow regen¬ 
eration but not to much as to allow 
unwanted ground cover, such as 
bramble and bracken. 


with John Greenshields 

The best way is to try to ensure 
that the trees with the best form (po¬ 
tential for good timber) are kept for 
the future, at the same time poor 
quality trees (poor form) or dam¬ 
aged should be culled. Its not an 
exact science and even experienced 
foresters get it wrong, mainly by 
over thinning because of financial 
restraints at the time. 

Many woodland owners practise 
management in their woods with 
the aim of growing the best quality 
timber that the site will produce, 
this actually can enhance other val¬ 
ues such as biodiversity, landscape 
and amenity which in turn with a 
small income can support the wood¬ 
lands management. 

I have always maintained that 
wood is a renewable resource, and 
woodlands should be managed to 
produce timber and wood fuel, and 
as a general rule when trees reach 
their maturity, if there is a market, 
they should be felled, and realise 
their potential. 

May I wish all the people (too 
many to name) who have helped me 
over the year and all wonderful 
woodland owners who have let me 
into their woods, a very merry 
Christmas and a happy new year! 












































View from the Blackdown Hills 


December 2013 5 



■ PICTURED are dog owners from the Blackdown Hills with their canine pals showing off their re¬ 
cent Kennel Club good citizen awards. 

The all received either bronze, silver or gold awards after completing various skills and challenges 
organised by the Bordercombe Dog Training Club at Throgmorton Village Hall in Dunkeswell. 

Wyn Leney from the group said: “The Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme is the largest dog 
training programme in the UK. The scheme is open to all dogs, young or old, pedigree or cross¬ 
breed, whether Kennel Club registered or not. 

“Dog owners of any fitness level or disability can take part too. The scheme is non-competitive 
and the emphasis is placed on the standard of achievement. There are four levels of courses from 
Puppy Foundation to Bronze, Silver and Gold. The main aim is to promote responsible dog owner¬ 
ship in the community.” 

Bordercombe Dog Training Club hold training classes every Thursday in the hall from 10.30am 
till 11.30am, call 01404 47698 for more information. 

Photo by Chris Grady Photography 


Spinning a yam about Culm Valley’s heritage 


AN appeal has gone out to peo¬ 
ple in the Blackdown Hills for in¬ 
formation about Cullompton’s 
cloth trade heritage. 

A project, which was awarded 
funding from a Heritage Lottery 
Grant as well as grants from Mid 
Devon District Council and 
Devon County Council, and 


other funding sources, aims to 
explore the Culm Valley’s role in 
the cloth trade. 

The project workers hope to 
conserve and make accessible 
the hidden heritage of Cullomp- 
ton and the Culm Valley and the 
cloth and clothing trade. 

As part of the project re¬ 


searchers are appealing for peo¬ 
ple who may have any photo¬ 
graphs, artefacts or any 
memories of the weaving and 
cloth industry in the Culm Valley 
to get in touch. 

If you think you can help con¬ 
tact Project Officer, Penny Bayer 
at pbayer@midde-von.gov.uk. 


Education centre 


AN education support group near Churchstanton are des- 
peratly seeking land to rent so they can continue helping 
students with special educational needs. 

The Alternative Education Company (AEC), based at 
Lower Munty Farm, Churchstanton, was set up three years 
ago by teachers and college lecturers who are experienced 
at working with young people with behavioural and social 
emotional difficulties. They work with them to help further 
their education and improve their employability skills with 
the aim of getting them in to college or work. 

Alan Tait from the AEC said: “The AEC has been estab¬ 
lished with the primary focus of making a sustained dif¬ 
ference to the life chances and social, emotional and 
physical well-being of disaffected young people. We offer 
employability skills and vocational qualifications for 
young people who have not been engaged in education, 
employment or training for some time. We enable young 
people to develop self-awareness, grow in confidence and 
take on responsibility in order to re-engage with education 
and training or to seek work.” 

One of the young people they work with is Cameron 
from Wellington who has attended the centre for two years 
on a school link programme. He is doing a level one qual¬ 
ification in motor vehicle maintenance with a view of pro¬ 
gressing onto college. 

The AEC are appealing to local landowners who might 
have a spare field where Cameron and other vehicle main- 
tainence students can go and practise their driving skills 
in a safe environment. 

Mr Tait added: “After working on vehicles the young¬ 
sters really enjoy learning about driving and manoeuvring 
off road vehicles in a safe but challenging environment. 
We are looking for a spare piece of land or a field in the 
area of the Blackdowns that could be used for this purpose. 

“As a social enterprise we work on a not for profit basis 
but would be able to pay towards the upkeep or rent of a 
field for approx one to two hours per day, preferably in the 
afternoon.” 

He added: “We have really good support from local 
farmers and would like to thank Jane Lock, Richard and 
Ray Drew and Richard Blackmoor for their continued sup¬ 
port. We also could use a small woodland or perhaps farm 
tracks for the vehicle manoeuvring and if available all day 
that would be great. There might be one or two companies 
on the airfield that might like to be linked with a social en¬ 
terprise. If anyone feels they can help us, they can contact 
Gordon Woodall on 07773382004 or myself on 
07921087771.” 


looking for land 



■ CAMERON at the AEC vehicle workshop 



Blackdown Hills 

Business Association 


SOURCE AND BUY LOCALLY THIS CHRISTMAS 
Regular tourism coffee mornings are now running, 
please contact us for more details. 

HEART OF BUSINESS SUPPORT WORKSHOP 

for Women in business or starting a new Business 
at the Candlelight Inn, Bishopswood 
on Tuesday, 14th January 2014 at 10am -1 pm 
TASTER SESSIONS 



Who should attend: 

• Women who run their own business 

• Women who are interested in starting up a business 

During this 3 hour taster session you will: 

• Discover the development opportunities that are now open to you and 
your business via the Heart of Business Support programme 

• Focus on your business and how you would like it to develop 

• Share ideas and solutions to the business issues 
that we all encounter when running a business 

• Chat with other local business women 

• Meet members of the Heart of Business Support Team 

If you would like to take advantage of the free business support opportunities 
that are on offer through the Heart of Business support programme, you will 
have the opportunity to register and let us know how we can support you. 

Spaces are limited so please pre-book with Val Baker at the BHBA. 


BHBA at St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, Cullompton, Devon EX15 3SJ. 

E: info@bhba.org.uk or T: 01823 681484 www.bhba.org.uk 


Wisfiina a very 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS 

to aff our readers and advertisers 
from everyone at 


the Blackdown Hills 

Please remember that the 
deadline for advertising copy for our 
January 2014 edition is 1 pm on 
Tuesday December 10th 
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A successful year for community land trust 


THE Upper Culm Community Land Trust have re¬ 
ported a successful year at its recent AGM. 

Members heard a report from the trust’s chairman 
Heather Stallard which described the long and time- 
consuming process involved in securing planning per¬ 
mission for 12 affordable homes at Culmstock Road 
in Hemyock. now nearing completion. 

The development, now officially named Griffin 
Close, after a former Hemyock GP, features nine two- 
bedroom homes and three three-bedroom homes. 

The Griffin Close development is the first partnership 
supported by Wessex Community Land Trusts Project 
and funded by the government’s Housing and Com¬ 
munities Agency community-led development grant. 
It’s also the only project of its kind in Mid Devon. 


There are eleven others following on from Hemyock, 
one of which has now started on site. Griffin Close will 
be the first to be occupied. 

The report noted that last winter, following criticism 
on the validity of the independent housing needs sur¬ 
vey carried out on behalf of the two parish councils by 
the Community Council of Devon, the CLT undertook 
a second survey. 

The original survey highlighted 37 families in need 
of affordable housing. The second survey initially 
highlighted more than 30 fa mili es in this position and 
the figure now is 48 local families in housing need. 

All the applicants are on the Devon Home Choices 
register and have been thoroughly vetted as to their el¬ 
igibility by the Mid Devon District Council. 


Many hours were spent with the district council plan¬ 
ning and housing teams to thrash out the CLT’s priority 
system for allocating the housing. The allocation sys¬ 
tem is not the same as the Devon Home Choices one. 

All Hemyock and Clayhidon residents with a strong 
local connection, however low down the housing 
needs ladder, will take priority over anyone from a 
neighbouring parish. 

This allocation priority scheme which the Upper 
Culm Community Land Trust achieved is now being 
used as a template for other CLT affordable housing 
schemes across Devon and further afield. 

Last month the regional manager for Hastoe Housing 
Association and their Housing Officer for the area vis¬ 
ited Hemyock to meet potential tenants. This was to 


answer their questions, talk through any queries and 
give advice as to which banks and building societies 
would give mortgages for shared equity housing. A 
total of 24 couples were able to meet with them. 

The report also acknowledged the success of the 
Upper Culm CLT, which has attracted regional, na¬ 
tional and even international recognition. During the 
summer the trust was visited by two members of a CLT 
from Lincolnshire and a lady from New Zealand re¬ 
searching the possibility of undertaking a similar ven¬ 
ture there. The CLT was shortlisted for a National 
Award earlier in the summer and a few weeks ago were 
runner-up, missing by just one point, in the Commu¬ 
nity Council of Devon’s Rural Housing Awards for the 
most effective community group. 



Raising pounds for Pudsey 


■ PUPILS of Buckland St Marys Primary School dressed up for Children in Need day. 

The Buckland pupils joined thousands of schoolchildren across the country to raise 
money for the annual BBC television appeal. 

As well as donations from the children a cake sale was held. 

They also came to school wearing spots and stripes for a day of learning and fun 
fundraising activities. 


View from the 

Blackdown Hills 

is produced by Tindle Newspapers Ltd 

We are pleased to include your news, 
photos and events in the paper. 

Please email any items for inclusion to 
blackdown@ tindlene ws .co .uk 
or telephone 01297 446141 

For advertising 
please contact 
Alex Phryce-Jones 
on 01297 35750 



Hemyock stops to remember 



■ MORE than 200 people gathered at St Mary’s Church, Hemyock for the traditional Remembrance 
Sunday Service taken by The Reverend John Stone. 

The parade through the village was led by the church choir followed by youth uniform groups and 
members of the public. 

At the War Memorial the Exhortation and Kohima Epitaph was read by Mr Tim Barton. Wreaths 
were laid by the parish council, youth organisations and the primary school. 

Pictured is the procession through village led by St mary's Church Choir. 



L_ XMAS GIFTS: The children of Awliscombe Primary School have been working together to 
deliver some special Christmas gifts this year. 

The school donated 58 shoeboxes to the Operation Christmas Child Appeal, with presents 
being sent to impoverished children in Ukraine. 

The boxes were filled with everyday items and small gifts, and pupils were shown a short film 
about the charity’s work. 
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134 High Street, Honiton, Devon. EX14 UP - 01404 42436 - www.bestsofhontton co.uk 

CUSTOMER CAR PARK OFF OF KING STREET WITH ACCESS TO REAR OF STORE- BROWSE AT YOUR LEISURE 

HOME SERVICE SELECTION ON ELECTRIC LIFT & RISE RECLJNERS, FIRESIDE CHAIRS AND CARPETS & VYNILS. 


* 


OF HONITON 

PRESTIGE TWIST 4002 & 


PRESTIGE TWIST DELUXE 5002 
> %'*■- CARPET O 

21 SHADES AVAILABIE IN 80% PURI NEW 
.<T- V BRITISH wool V. 

4002 WAS £26.99 NOW £17.25 
> 5002WAS32.99 NOW £20.99 


THE LARGEST DIS 




CARPET I s ' & A 
^^■GREAT DIAL MORE 

Bests arv member* of ‘Mcuo* one oT I he country's targcsi carpel buying gmugis. This ensure* thul its well its 
ofFcrmg the burst designs. stylo, miuro and colours m carpets we arc able to hr coaourtly compcumv an prices- 
A% an independent busineii with recommendations hhnj; our larprxt source nf wivk our reputation und tenioe Inch 
ore of paramount importance We odier the correct aiIikc on quality, suitability, fibres and underlay*, you will he 
cncocrugcd ui take tamp let N»mc to colour masch and consider at your Iciwrc. Oner you have chmen your carpet 
** will accurately measure your floors on! week out your requirements using our most economical widths to ensure 
eipcnwvc waste is kepi to a minimum You can rest assured that your carpets will be lilted to First dan standards 
by professional Inters who will respect your home w ith the minimum of diiexgitiori and the maximum of care. 

UPHOLSTERY IN THE AREA 



ARE YOU SITTIN 

LIVING & BEDROOM 


FURNITURE ON DISPLAY THAN EVER REFORE 




ADJUSTABLE MEMORY 



IXTINSIWi CHOICE 
~BIDS. MATTRESSES & BEDSTEi 


MEMORY POCKET 1500 TRIO 


90cm MRP £ 1647 Our Price £S89 

ISOcm MRP £3294 Our Pree £117® 

180cm MRP £3294 Our Prtc* 11173 

Our Pnee Is Vat Exempt Price on Adiustable Electric Beds 



90cm 

120/1 IScm 
ISOcm 


MRP £ 93-3 
MRP £1368 
MRP £1518 


Our Price £628 
Our Pnee £896 
Our Price £999 



Non drawer divan set prices 
90cm £191 
135<m £249 
ISOcm £321 


Mattress ody 
£135 
£166 
£231 
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Barleymow’s 

FARM SHOP A RESTAURANT 

It's time to order your Christmas AAeats 
Book your 

Christmas Celebration Lunch now 
Delicious Deli Counter 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 
Local Wines, Beers and Spirits 
Gift Ideas <Sl Christmas Hampers 
Own made Christmas cakes 
Home grown ; fresh-cut Christmas Trees 
Full details on 

www. bar leymowsfarmshop. co. uit 
Tel: 01460 62.130 

It's all about a traditional 
Merry Christmas, 


Just 1/2. mi[e west of Chard on the /V30 



Nicola Werners 


"THIS useful, decorative 
pottery reflects the West 
Country where it is 
made. Birds, lobsters, 
crabs and hens join but¬ 
terflies, vines and flow¬ 
ers dancing across the 
softly glazed surfaces. 
The pots are at home in 


warm country kitchens 
and to city rooms they 
bring the happy memo¬ 
ries of seaside rock 
pools and summer 
walks. They are guaran¬ 
teed to bring a sense of 
joy and optimism." 

Andy Christian 2012 


You and your friends and family are warmly invited to the pottery for 

NICOLA WERNER’S 
CHRISTMAS SALE 2013 

end of year bargain pots & tiles, mulled cider also a charity raffle 
Thurs 5th December 6 to 9pm 
Friday 6th and Saturday 7th December, 10am to 5pm 
And as ever at any other time by appointment. 



At Burcombe Farm, Bolham Water, near Hemyock, 

Devon EX15 3QB In the Blackdown hills 
15 minutes south of Wellington at J26 on M5, between Taunton and Honiton 
follow signs from the top of Ford Street And please print off excellent 
directions of three other ways in from the website 
www.nicolawerner.com T 01823-680957 



The Old Inn 

Kilmington 

Freekouse § 



Christmas Party Menu 

29th November - 23rd December 2013 


Delicious parsnip and pear soup topped with parsnip curls served with a generous wedge of crusty bread 
Shredded jerky ham hocks on a winter salad with pomegranate jewels. 

Warmed salmon, spinach and cream cheese tart. 

Roasted Mediterranean vegetables with grilled goats cheese and balsamic syrup 

~o~o~ 


Turkey breast served with a rich bacon, leg meat, onion and sage stuffing, with a rich gravy, roast 
potatoes and vegetable selection. 

Braised flat rib of beef served with a mustard mash and caramelised red onion gravy. 

Fillet of sea bass presented on a bed of fennel, onion and new potatoes. 

A Wild mushroom filo purse on roasted vegetables. 

~o~o~ ' 


Pavlova with port poached plums and a generous serving of whipped cream. 
Rich Chocolate brownie cheesecake. 

Traditional Christmas pudding served with brandy sauce. 

~o~o~ 


Filter coffee served with Chef’s own mince pies 


£22.00pp — 3 courses (£16.50pp — 2 courses) 


Tel: 01297 32096 

www.oldinnkilmington.co.uk 
pub @ oldinnkilmington .co.uk 
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Corrymoor Socks 


Corrymoor Socks for every walk of life 



Corrymoor Farm has 
been farmed organi¬ 
cally by Stephen and 
Jenny Whitley since 
1988. They farm organic 
beef cattle alongside 
their prize winning 
flock of Angora Goats. 
Corrymoor Angora 
goats produce the mo¬ 
hair for the famous Cor¬ 
rymoor Socks. 
Corrymoor Mohair 
Socks are made from 
mohair grown by An¬ 
gora Goats. The Angora 
goats produce a six inch 


Christmas 

Socks? 


corrymoor.com 



Mohair socks for every walk 
of life: from Corrymoor 
-of coursel 



Socks for life - 
not just for 
Christmas.. 


as featured on 
COUNTRYFIIE 


01404 861 245 




.hrisftoAS 
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I 
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To advertise contact 
01297 35750 
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FRESH LOCALLY GROWN U 

? CHRISTMAS TREES ~ 
A FROM CONNETTS FARM ^ 


Specialising in top quality, large trees for hotels, pubs, 
restaurants, churches and country houses 


Also growing traditional and non-needle drop varieties 
. for retail & wholesale. We can supply, erect and take 
away & also provide stands, mistletoe & holly 

Contact Nick on 

01404 891684 or 07860 459745 

Connetts Farm, 


It 


& 




Dunkeswell, Honiton, Devon EX14 0QZ . 


fleece twice a year and 
this mohair is scoured, 
combed, spun and knit¬ 
ted into socks in Britain. 
Corrymoor have a huge 
range of styles and ex¬ 
citing colours to suit 
"every walk of life"from 
country hikers and 
mountain climbers to 
office workers and fol¬ 
lowers of fashion, from 
extreme sportsmen to 
people with problem 
feet. If you want your 
feet to be warm in win¬ 
ter and cool in summer 
and odour free all the 
year round whatever 
activity you are doing, 
these are the socks for 
you. A word of warning 
though: From the first 
moment of pulling on 
your Corrymoors you 
will never want to wear 
any other socks. 



wry 


L. A 


..is coming 
o Barleymow's 


Come and visit his Winter Wonderland Grotto 

12pm to 4pm 

Sat 14th December, Sun 15th December 
Sat 21 st December, Sun 22nd December 
& Mon 23rd December 


proceeds to 

cal Kids Sooet 


CLOKS 

1 for Muse 


Dra 


1/2 mile west of Chard 

01460 61130 

www.barleymowsfarmshop.co.uk 


axe ess 


electric-bikes' 


"With the power to get you there...and bring you back‘ 




NEW Axcess Hunter "DRESSAGE" - £925 
Style • Elegance • Comfort • Power 


Showroom Open 10.00am-5.00pm Mon-Sat Els 

Unit F, Reme Drive, Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton EX14 1SE 
(At the top of Reme Drive - past Duralife and Quicks) 


01404 41692 

www.axcess-electric-bikes.co.uk 
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Wessex Ambulance 


WESSEX Ambulance Service is a charitable organi¬ 
sation, ran by our three trustees, who are also First 
Person on the Scene trained. We have covered 
events needing first aid across the south west, for 
more than ten years, and we pride ourselves on great 
service and professionalism. 

All our volunteers are trained and qualified in ad¬ 
vanced first aid, and in exchange for their training 
and uniform, they provide event first aid cover for 
the charity. We would like to welcome our recently 
qualified team to Wessex Ambulance Service. 

We have a range of vehicles available when cover¬ 
ing events, we have a rapid response car, a 4 x 4 am¬ 
bulance, and a road ambulance, we can also provide 
a First Aid Post. 

We are always looking for new volunteers to join 
us, if you would like any further information, please 



contact Barrie Sleeman on 07785 996831 or visit our 
website at www.wessex-ambulance-service.org. 



Beech Hayes Farm 


CHRISTMAS is always a busy time at Beech Hayes 
Farm and has been for 20 years, because we have 
been producing turkeys here since 1992. 

Beech Hayes Farm has grown over this, time and 
is able to offer a large range of delicious Christmas 
Fare, from the super succulent free range black- 
down bronze turkey through to rare breed pork, 
hams, bacon and bangers, including the famous 
blackdown banger. 

Our festive range also includes 3 week hung na¬ 
tive breed beef, gourmet geese and champion 
free range chickens. 

See our advert for details and ask us about our 
Christmas'hampers'. 



The Tastiest 
Free Range Tlirkey 

Grown slowly to maturity, Dry plucked, 
Hung for two weeks, Moist and meaty. 
Fattened on Oats for the Extra Buttery Finish. 


This is not any old Christmas Turkey 

This is a 

BEECH HAYES FARM 

Blackdown Bronze CHRISTMAS TURKEY 




Ruth and Nick Strange, Beech Hayes Farm, Churchinford 

01823 601565 - beechhayes@aol.com 
www.blackdownbronze.co.uk 


I 


MJ and AG Coate 


Master Butchers and Farmers Est. 1975 
A Traditional Village Butcher 

93 Rockwell Green, Wellington - Open Daily 




Our own traditional farm reared white and bronze turkeys fed without the use of hormone growth 
promoters from £38 - Corn fed chicken 51b- 121b - Farmyard Geese and Ducks available 
Home Cured Gammons, Ox Tongues, Salt Beef, Rib Beef on Bone, Rack Lamb, 

Cushion of Lamb, Sausage Meat, Hand Linked Sausages and much more for your festive table 


Christmas Meat Hamper 


£25 - Corn Fed Chicken - Gammon Joint - Pork Chipolatas 
Bacon - Sausage Meat - Pork Chops 
£35 - Topside Joint - Gammon Joint - Bacon 
Sausage Meat - Pork Chipolatas - Pork Chops 


All our poultry is free range and farm reared. Recipe leaflet presented with all poultry 
From our flock we have sheepskin and bean bags for sale. 

Please pre order to avoid disappointment 




Phone/Fax: 01823 662157 Shop: 01823 662157 Farm: 01823 681178 
michaelcoate@googlemail.com - wwwjnjcoate-butcherandfarmer.co.uk 






WO/I 

^j 

Christmas Party Menu 2013 

Duck, Orange & Cognac Pate 


With red onion & cranberry marmalade 
Roasted parsnip & Apple Soup 
With parsnip crisps & curry creme fraiche 
Smoked Salmon & Crayfish 
With a lemon & chive mayonnaise 


nan 


Turkey & Gammon Pie 
With a cranberry & pork stuffing 
Baked Mushroom, Cream Cheese & Walnut Wellington 
Slow Cooked Local Venison 
In a juniper & red wine, finished with bitter chocolate 
Boullibase with Mussels, Red Mullet & King Prawns 
All Served with roast potatoes <& roasted vegetables 
nan 


4 

i 

£ 

* 

i 

t 

* 




Christmas pudding with a white brandy sauce 
Chocolate & Chestnut Mousse 
Local Pears poached in mulled wine with vanilla cream 

Chn sirrm fs^M 

— KSBfHfii - gw w y m 

iJmuM ffhr nu dcTitt^ 

its V>23?>5 


* 

* 



c mjriirs 


^£21:95 pfrfteid 
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To advertise 
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Alex 

Phryce-Jones 
on 01297 35750 


Choirs perform Remembrance requiems 


O N the evening of Remem¬ 
brance Sunday St Paul’s 
Church Honiton was the 
venue for a concert of specially rel¬ 
evant music - two Requiems, per¬ 
formed by two local choirs. 

Both these Requiems, whilst 
owing a great deal to the traditional 
form, are very different to what we 
usually hear, and indeed different 
from each other. 

Honiton’s The Sheldon Singers 
performed Howard Goodall’s Eter¬ 
nal Light, composed in 2008. 
Goodall wrote this piece in contrast 
to the familiar religious Requiem, 
which is a series of prayers for the 
soul of the departed. This work is 
intended instead to offer comfort to 
the living, and consists of English 
poetry interwoven with the usual 
Latin words of the Mass. 

The Sheldon Singers, under their 
conductor Julie De’Ath Lancaster, 
sang beautifully. 

Their clear sound complemented 
the sympathetic organ playing of 
Alex Davies and their accurate dic- 


Review by Val Moran 

tion ensured that those in the audi¬ 
ence were able to appreciate the 
poetry, some of which was very fa¬ 
miliar, such as “In Llanders 
Lields”, and some less so - the 
opening section was a poem called 
“Close Now Thine Eyes”, sung 
with great sweetness and clarity by 
soprano Moira MacKay, accompa¬ 
nied by the choir. 

Lor this audience member, the 
highlight was Goodall’s new set¬ 
ting for the old familiar “Lead, 
Kindly Light” - a beautiful 
melody, fultl of satisfying har¬ 
monies and very sensitively sung 
by the whole choir. 

The final movement is a moving 
recapitulation of earlier themes, 
ending with the traditional prayer 
for everlasting peace and perpetual 
light, with the voices of the 
soloists, Glyn Jones, Cor Wijn- 
gaard and Moira MacKay, weaving 
above and around the sound of the 
choir and organ. 


After the interval, Wellington’s 
Collegium Singers sang Peter 
Leech’s Lor the Lallen, under the 
direction of the composer. This 
piece was written as a tribute to 40 
Commando and the work they have 
done in Afghanistan, and in mem¬ 
ory of the Royal Marines who died 
there. 

This work, which was performed 
unaccompanied, also uses many of 
the traditional words of the Mass as 
well as poetry. 

The Collegium Singers gave a 
polished performance which en¬ 
abled the audience to fully engage 
with this unfamiliar and very at¬ 
mospheric work. 

The audience is asked to join in 
the fifth movement - the old hymn 
“Abide With Me”, with the choir 
and, at this point, the organ provid¬ 
ing more of the wonderful har¬ 
monies which this work contains, 
and including a particularly lovely 
part for soprano soloist Liona 
Moon. 

These two choirs succeeded in 
giving the audience a musically 
satisfying evening which formed a 
fitting and dignified end to a day 
when Honiton joined the rest of the 
country in remembering the fallen, 
and those who mourn them. 


To advertise contact Alex Phryce-Jones 
on 01297 35750 and send your news 
stories to lisa@pemedia.co.uk 


■ PARENTS and 
children of all ages 
attended the half- 
term family work¬ 
shop at the Thelma 
Hulbert Gallery, with 
professional paper 
artist Jessica Palmer 
on hand to offer top 
tips and design 
ideas. 

More than 50 peo¬ 
ple visited the 
gallery during the 
day, making paper 
cut jewellery includ¬ 
ing bangles, neck¬ 
laces, earrings and 
badges, and their 
work is now on dis¬ 
play in the gallery’s 
learning room. 

Mrs Palmer’s col¬ 
lages and paper 
sculptures are made 
from handmade, re¬ 
cycled and vintage 
papers, and her 
work is regularly 
used on book cov¬ 
ers, websites and 
magazines. 



tPxing Son 

Funeral Director* 

I si I X*#5 


Pring and Sons serving the local community 
in the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley 
with four generations of tradition providing 
a personalised, friendly and professional service, 
to meet each family's individual requirements. 

Most arrangements made in your own home. 

Tel : 01823 680405 Mob : 07860 390002 (24hr) 

Email : pringandson@aol.com 

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk 

Culmstock Road, Hemyock EX 15 3RJ 


Renewable Energ 


green 

energy 



a 


Biomass boilers 

Why pay double the price? 

Our boiler systems ere affordable highly effcoent systems more than capable of providing 
heating and hot water to your property Using equpmant from suppliers who have been 
manufacturing biomass boilers tor generations producing boilers wbch ere efficient and 
more robust than the* competitors and where common sense is stilt foremost in design 
and do riot use complex eftectronc pemoa to operate efficiently Our boier systems are 
easy to operate and wil burn most anything fiat you care to put In it 


ROJEK 

Log Burning and 
Automatic Biomass 
bolters 


lie b 


W ood Pellet Boilers 
Loft Burning Boiknt 


ROJEK 
Wood Crusher 
(Chopper) 


Wood viking 
Pelletmaster 
Wood Pellet 
Boiler 


VIGAS 
Log burning 
Boiler 





Retro Fit 
New Build 


Wood Chopper hire 
Wood C hopping service 



Eco Green Energy 

Harts Farm 

Clayhtdon 

Cullompton 

Devon 

EX15 3QB 


RECCV 


Tel 01392 580839 (SKVPE Number) 
Mob 07776 387240 
E-mail infoCfeecogreenenergy .co.uk 
Web www.ecogreeneoergy.co.uk 
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Bikes, scooters and quads serviced and repaired. 

All brands of tyre for any bike or quad supplied and fitted at great prices. 
MOTs on bikes and scooters, while you wait if required. 

Competitive rates and no VAT 

WE SUPPLY AND FIT ANY TYRES - available next day if ordered by 5.30pm 


Unit 24B Flightway Business Park, Dunkeswell EX14 4RD 
Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm / Wed 5pm • Sat 9am - 2pm 


www.delmotomotorcycles.co.uk 
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Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 


Building Services 


Cleaning Services 



FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 
CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


a 


Garages 


Tytherleigh Vehicle Electrics 
• ALL LEADING BRANDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

• KUHMO TYRE DEALERS 

• FREE INFLATION ON KUMHO TYRES 

• ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES, INCLUDING NEW VALVES, 
WHEEL BALANCING AND TYRE DISPOSAL 

WE STILL SPECIALISE IN AUTO-ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

• ENGINE MANAGEMENT DIAGNOSTICS 

• ABS & AIRBAG TESTING & REPAIR 

• AIR CONDITIONING, BATTERIES, ALTERNATORS & STARTERS 

• GENERAL AUTO-ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

Leach Road, Qiard Business Park, 

Chard, Somerset TA20 1 FA 01460 64255 


A Friendly Team Of Window Cleaners 


GUARANTEED a professional and 
satisfactory job to the highest standards. 

Reliable &Trustworthy 

We can clean your windows inside and out 
including frames and sills 

We also clean and empty gutters, drain pipes, fascias, 
conservatories, roofs and garage doors. 

Tel: (01823) 272260 or 0788 545 1628 

KEV'S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 

Est 1986 


Countryside Management 


Land management for non-farmers 


• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 


Furniture & Joinery 


avid Lloyd 

CABINET MAKER 

Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 


ww w.davidrlloy d .co .uk info @ davidrlloy d .co .uk 

Kitchens, Furniture And Bespoke 
Joinery. Please Visit My Website 
To See My Extensive Portfolio. 




Peter Cooper 

Tel: 07960 5897J4 

•-mail: pet w tfwhyk nohrood.towi 



Set Build / Carpentry / Jomery 
Hardwood Flooring/ Furniture 
Fencing / Decking 
Kitchens / Shopfitung 


Firewood 


Windows and Conservatories 




THE PROMISE OF QUALITY 


WlmJows | Doors | Conservatories | Secondary Glaring | Roof Nn« | 
Continuous Aluminium Guttering | Flat roof system | Solar hot water 



y Widows and Doors PVC-u or aluminium there is a design to suit any home. 
y Conservatories will add that extra well needed room. 
y Secondary Glazing can be the ideal answer to listed properties. 
y Fascias & Soffits with our contnuous aluminium guttering take away the 
problem of maintenance. 

y Samafil flat roof membrane will eliminate leaks for m-excess of 40 years 
y Sotar hot water system will provide up to 70% of your hot water lor tree 
every year 

For all your home improvements 


Contact Climax Windows on 01297 35053 
Or Visit our all new website ^ 
www.climaxwindows.co.uk 



Gardens 


Sheds and 
Summerhouses 

• All garden timer buildings and structures 

• Thatching service to all of our products 

• Living vans and shepherds huts 

• Dovecotes to workshops and log stores 

• Carpentry etc, shed refelts 

• Custom and standard builds 

• Base preparation and installations 

www.oakandiron.co.uk 


LOG STORES 

1.8 x 1.2 x 0.8m.£160.00 

1.5 x 1.2 x 0.8m.£150.00 

1.2 x 1.0 x 0.6m.£130.00 

1.0 x 1.0 x 0.6m.£125.00 

WHEELIE BIN AND RECYCLE BOX STORES 

1.3 x 0.8 x 0.8m bin.£130.00 

1.3 x 0.8 x 0.8m shelves.£145.00 

Buy both for.£250.00 


Other sizes available call for details 

Tel: 01297 34509 Mob: 07773 182929 
Email: joseph@oakandiron.co.uk 


■HORNHAYES 

[JUURSERY 

1 Quality Trees 
S from Devon 

iy. Westcountry Apple Trees 
(plus other fruit trees), 
Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
Advisory Service 

R&J* - * Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

01884 266746 www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 




v'\V> 

Holland 

Gardening 

General handyman & Gardener 

Friendly • Reliable 

07816 965 140 

holland.gardening@gmail.com 


Logs 


BURNWORTHY LOGS 

Seasoned and dry hardwood 
Multiple load sizes available 
Kindling also available 

Contact Jake 01823 601588 
Mobile 0782 4448719 
www.burnworthylogs.co.uk 


For all your advertising 
needs in the 
Blackdown Hills 
phone Alex on 

01297 

35750 
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RODGERS 


SOUTH WEST 


www. rodgerssouthwest.com 




Maidendown, Devon £375,000 

A traditional 3 bedroom detached Cottage which is full of original and interesting features. Situated in a quiet, friendly 
and rural Devon hamlet not far from Culmstock on the Devon/Somerset border and within easy reach of the M5 
motorway & Tiverton Parkway mainline station. Gardens approaching V 2 acre, linhay garage, studio and workshop 
with potential to extend (subject to pp) Maidendown benefits from great schooling falling within the Culmstock and 
Uffculme school catchment areas. Call 01823 252 500 to arrange a viewing. 


Membury, Devon £799,950 

We are delighted to offer this traditional 16th century detached farm house set in its own gardens and grounds 
(approaching 10 acres). The property is set within a beautiful part of the Blackdown Hills and includes a detached 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE. The main house comprises 5 bedrooms, family bathroom, additional shower room, Sitting 
room,, dining room, eat in in kitchen, utility area and pantry area. The Lodge comprises 3 bed rooms, family 
bathroom, sitting room, kitchen / dining room. Fields benefit from hundreds of yards of river bank of the River Yarty. 
There are numerous outbuildings. Call us on 01823 252 500 to view. 




OFFICES COVERING BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HERTFORDSHIRE MIDDLESEX SOMERSET DEVON 

18 Bridge Street Taunton Somerset TAl 1UB T 01823 252500 Esales@rogerssouthwest.com Wwww.rodgerssouthwest.com 
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A SAMPLE OF PROPERTIES LET 
BY STAGS THIS YEAR 


We attribute our continuing success to: 

■ The quality, experience and enthusiasm of our ■ Our network of strategically placed offices in 

staff. contact with over 4000 prospective tenants. 

■ The promotion of all our properties on the most ■ Tailored Let Only, Fully Managed, Rent 

important websites. Collection and Rent Guaranteed services. 

■ The unrivalled marketing and advertising. B ^ are no * as expensive as you may think. 

If you are considering a letting or wish to consider a change of managing agent, please call Stags 
for marketing and management advice. 



Cornwall | Devon | Somerset | Dorset | London 


The West Country Letting Agent 
























16 December 2013 


View from the Blackdown Hills 



Blackdown Hills 




S(*rauu 3 tmyaam coftxp n ha I>u1 d 9m Vi nulti) i«m * 

Hki^oi mom Wri ream. lUf*:tr A i rfia w r Me* *>3 

a/tiidnq wft pdariaJ Wci«»l bv^i ^ara EPC Band 6. tMk>F«>d bNltt 

OoMe *Mo? r.W ocn Monttoo 01404 4G48S 


md cutori *C» Z'J t«d 
9n«i 4 WMlrfn r f\r>i 
d EPC Bond Q VVafcfrs* 41 M3 

Mon%xi 01404 4040$ 


»*wa4 Iuu^;a 4 ja laiwi 2 taxi •! 
al< a r a r»l vtxnfevi V<—laa rri « 
GoM* Prtca? C400XXW 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


For »dvicc and assistance on a variety of 
including: 


Clayhidon 
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VUufttoni 

B.rai Rarnng and Dr-8#3fcahor. 

RcnwvwL^ 

Cornptiiacv> Pud«N and Ccrrpcreiaticns 
Landixd and Tenant Mattel 
Estate Ntnagonm 
A^-EfTanDfiment Schemes 

Contact Mart Meason on 01823 662822 
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Sheldon 


1.5 Acres 
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11.9 Acres 




Cornwall | Devon | Somerset Dorset | London 



































































